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Francis Scott Key Fitzgerald, a great American writer, is universally regarded as 
an outstanding chronicler, a representative of the “Lost Generation”, and the 
extraordinary spokesman of the Jazz Age. Among all his works, The Great Gatsby is 
undoubtedly the most famous and widely read American literary classic. It has been 
receiving worldwide popularity and numerous remarks from the readers and critics 
since it was published. The increasing interest in the novel cannot be ignored. 
Therefore, this thesis attempts to probe into the cause of the popularity of the novel by 
analyzing its traits from the dramatic perspective. 
The thesis begins with an introduction of F. Scott Fitzgerald’s life, the era 
background of the creation of the novel, and also the previous studies on the novel. 
Then, the first chapter is intended to show The Great Gatsby’s dramatic traits by 
studying its ways of narration. There is a minor character named Nick telling the whole 
story just like the narrator in a live drama. Moreover, the settings in the novel are also 
dramatic. All the scenes are changeable, colorful and symbolic. The unique description 
and the application of the different colors also have dramatic effects. 
The second chapter focuses on the conflicts within the text. Just as the conflict is 
a vital element in a drama, The Great Gatsby also has intense conflicts, including the 
clash between the American dream and the cruel reality, the conflict between the upper 
class and the new money, and the agony Gatsby suffers when he is awakening from his 
dream and sometimes finds out the true essence of his lover--Daisy. 
In the third chapter, the different characteristics of the roles are analyzed. This 
chapter offers details of the personalities of the characters and their respective social 
meanings. It is the vividness of the characters that arouses the readers’ interests and has 
brought their dramatic interplay to eternal life. 
The fourth chapter reveals that The Great Gatsby is actually a tragedy. It is not 
only a tragic romance which leaves the readers to have a sigh over it, but also a tragedy 
of the American dream which collapse the Lost Generation. 
The last chapter concludes the thesis with a brief review of the analysis of the 

















one of the major concerns in American literature is definitely its dramatic traits.  
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Francis Scott Key Fitzgerald (1896-1940) is a shining star in the history of 
American literature. Known for his novels and short stories which have chronicled the 
Jazz Age during the 1920s, he was ranked one of the three greatest novelists in modern 
American literature together with W. Faulkner and E. Hemingway. “No other novelists 
were, collectively, so influential in the development of modern American fiction as 
Gertude Stein, F. Scott Fitzgerald, and Ernest Hemingway” (Eliott, 1988:873). Just as 
Faulkner described the south in America and Hemingway praised the never-beaten 
tough man, Fitzgeral revealed to readers the colorful pictures of the rich and also those 
who want to be rich. 
To get to know his works better, Fitzgerald himself is a man worthy of study and 
also of much controversy. His life is short but full of legend. In 1896, he was born in a 
merchant family in the city of Sao Paulo, Minnesota and named after one of his distant 
relatives--Francis Scott Key Fitzgerald (1779-1843) who was the writer of the 
American AnthemThe Star-Spangled Banner. Though an intelligent child, he did 
poorly in school, but both his father and mother had showed great expectations for him. 
Although not rich, his parents managed to send him to a New Jersey private boarding 
school in 1911. His interest and talent in literature could be seen even when he was in 
middle school. His first work “The Mystery of the Raymond Mortage” which was a 
detective story was published in the school magazine Now and Then.  
In 1913, Fitzgerald managed to enroll in Princeton University. Academic troubles 
and apathy plagued him throughout his time at college, and he never graduated. 
However, during the years, he often wrote articles for the school magazine The 
Princeton Tiger and read quantities of books with a large scale of subjects. It is 
undoubted that the years of Princeton secured him solid foundation of writing. Also in 
his sophomore year, he met his first love--Ginevra King who was beautiful, sociable 
and rich. The love relationship lasted two years till one day Fitzgerald overheard such 
gossip as “how dare a poor guy marry a rich girl” and he was awakened to end the 
relationship. The break-up was painful but he got benefits from it by depicting Ginevra 

















between King and the character of Judie Jones in the short novel The Winter Dreams 
and Miss Josephine in The Basil and Josephine Stories. 
In 1917, as World War I neared its end, Fitzgerald joined the army. Although the 
drill was very hard, he still took his spare time off writing novels in a noisy and smoky 
club. In 1918 he was assigned as adjutant for Brigadier James Augustine Ryan and 
moved to Montgomery, a tranquil town in the south of America where he fell in love 
with a wild beauty, Zelda Sayre, who was then only seventeen. Beautiful, charming 
and modern, Zelda was the daughter of Anthony Dickinson Sayre, who was a famous 
Barrister and Grand Justice. Despite the difference of family background, Fitzgerald 
admired Zelda as his dream girl and won her heart with his advantages for they shared 
both good looks and interests. But their marriage was not approved by Zelda’s parents 
until the publication of This Side of Paradise turned out to be a huge success. Because 
of this novel, Fitzgerald became a literary sensation, earning enough money and fame 
After marriage, the new couple lingered in different parties day and night, indulged 
in alcohol and enjoyment. Having become a celebrity, Fitzgerald fell into a wild, 
reckless life-style of parties and decadence, while desperately trying to please Zelda by 
writing to earn money. Although he couldn’t get away from the hedonistic life, 
Fitzgerald realized the shallow essence of it. He described the time as the “Jazz Age” 
which was characterized by hedonism and materialism. His masterpiece The Great 
Gatsby just portrayed the lustrous and dazzling pictures of the Jazz Age.  
As the giddiness of the Roaring Twenties dissolved into the bleakness of the Great 
Depression, however, the year of 1936 was very miserable for him. Zelda suffered an 
unstable psychological problem. What’s worse, Fitzgerald’s mother died and his 
reputation was attacked by the media and even his friends. He went to Hollywood 
where he adapted many movie scripts but not with much success. Hard as the life was, 
he still insisted on writing and created a number of short stories such as the collection 
Taps at Reveille, and several novels such as Tender is the Night.  
In 1940 Fitzgerald died of heart attack when he was writing. Thus his extraordinary 
life ended and left a precious legacy of works in the world of literature. His 
magnigicent achievements have tremendous impact on the readers and critics. 
The birth of the novel The Great Gatsby took a long time. Early in 1922 in a letter 
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